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Blast in
Ghorasal
factory:

2 killed

By A Stafl Reporier

Two persons were killed and
several others uyured, 17 of them
serfously, when an explosion took
place in the amonia plant of the
Ghorasal Urea Faclory at 253
p.m. on Wednesday, according Lo
official sources.

Eighteen injured persons m-
cluding factory manager. engwn-
eers, chemists and workers wera
brought to Dacca by three heli-
copters which earlier flew to Gbo-
rasal with doctors »and officiass,
They were admitted immedistely
to the Dacca Medical College ¥os-
pital and the Holy Famiiy Houspi-
tal. One of them Mr., Abdul Gha-
D1, a dsily-basis worker. luter
succumbed to injury at the Holy
Family Hospitzal. Another victim,
Mr. Abdul Karim, a worker, was
killed oo the spot. His body was
brought to Dnccg for post mor-
tem.

The <ondition of Lhe Faclory
Manager, Mr. Abdul Momen, was
stated to be critical

‘The entire roof of the plant fell
off and the wall collapsed in the
erplosion that rocked and des

woyed the control room of tht
factory.

On hearing the blast. the local
people rushed to the spot, rescu
ed the {njured and recovered the
body of Mr. Abdul Karim {rom
debris.

According lo official souices.
the factory was under overhaul-
ing since July last and was to
resume production from Wednes-
day. The plant had been working

Contd. UOn Page B Col. 4

{(Contd. Froam Page 1)
perfectly before 1lhe sxplosion
took place.

The cause of the explosion could
not be ascertained till the time
of writing this report on Wea-
nesday midnight.

The Chairman of the Fertilizer
Chemical and Pharmaceutical Cor
poration, Brigadier Mzajedul Hugq.
visited the spot on the day and
initiated ingquiry into the matter
to ascertain the cause of explo-
sion and losses of the factory. A
team of experts is expected to
visit the sight today for an on-
the-spot inspection.

The Ghorasal Fertilizer Facto-
T¥. which came into commission
in August 1972, was built at a
cost of Faks 40 crore. The annu-
al rated capacity production of
the factory was 3.40,000 tons of
urea which can meet the require-
ment of the country substantially.

The injured persons are as fol-
lows : =

Holy Family Hospital: Messrs.

Waliullah, Junior Operator, Sub-
ash Chandra Shsha. Sr. Technical
Assistant and Harunur Rashid,

rdostries Minister Syed Naz-
Tal TIslam has afready ordered
an enquiry into the incident,
<ays a3 lare night ENA repori.

d=ily-basis worker.

Dacca Medical College : Messrs.
Abdul Momen, Factory Manager;
Nurnl Iszlam, Chemiczal Engineer;
Lutfur Rahman, Chemical Ensin-
ser: Gholam Sarwar Bhuivan,
Swub-Asstt. Chemist: Abut Hashem
Asstt. Chemical Engineer: - Abdul
Rab. Asstt. Chemist: S. M. A. Ka-
Tim, Asstt. Chemist: Firdousul
Huq, Asstt. Chemical Engineer: A.
Rahman, Asstt. Chemist: Saidur
Rzhman, Sr. Operator: Sadedque,
daiiv-hasis worker: Abdul Wahed
Sarker. dzily-basis worker: Taib-
ur Rahman, Sr. Operator (Ap-
prentice) and Mukhtar Hossain.
<Themist.

BP] adds: Neither the cause
nor = tvpe of explosion coula
be ascertzined from any quarter
il late at nizht., but the possibi-
Ity of a sabotage was Indicated
by several persons., who accom-
panied the injured from Chorasai

Newspaper Name:Morning News
Date: 12 September 1974

to Dacca,

According to them, there wnas
no gaseous or any oiner explo-
sive material in the building or
the factory control roomm whicn
controls productton through elec-
trically-operated remote contros.
They informed that the expilosion
that destroyed the one-stortea con
irol room building, the key room
<f the factory, was heard at ab-
out 2 p.m. cn Wednesday.

A touchy scene was witnessea
when the relatives. friends and aa
mirers of the injured persons,
who crowded the emergency room
and the corridors of the Dacca
Medical College Hospital, were
weeping and franticafiv trying o
know from the doctors and atten-
dants about the condition of their
loved ones.
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for Industrics visited the victims of
5 at Dacca Medical College Hoxpital

Blast vietim’s

condition critieal

The condition of Mr. Saidur
Rahmaun, one of the 14 victims of
Wednesday's blast a3t Ghorasa
Fertilizer Factory. %ow under
treatment at the Dgcea Medical
College Hospital, ‘s critical, mc-
cording Lo the Hospilal sources,
reports BSS.

The condition o! thiee other
njured persons now undergoing
treatment at the Holy Family
Hospilal is reporied (o be In-
proving.

Probe bedy

sel up

‘The Governmeni nas el wp P
eaguiry commitiee to louk inte
the explosion which neeussed 1n
Ghorasal fertilizer wccory Wead
nesday, according to an r fficia}
ennouncement, reports BSS,

The Committee will enguire
into the causes of the explosion
and will assess the extent of
damage to the factory.

The Commitiee will also sug
gest measpres how soon  tne
damage can be repaired so that
the production in the factory can
be resumed immed:iately, .

The Commiitee will be headed
by the Chairman of fhe Fertilser,
Chemical and Pharmaceuncal
Corporation, Brigadier Majedul
Hug. It will bave two other mem

_bers: the Joint Secretary of (he
Nationalised Industries Division
and the Director (Chemicals)y «f
the Corporation.

BPI adds, the committee nas
been ysked 30 submit its mvest!.
zation repor: within 53 dava
from Sept. 92 yiving the causea.
and extent of damage ¢ausea by
the explosion. -

According 1o reports recctved
from Ghorasal. strong secursy
measures uave been maintaloed
“by the police and factory autno
rity al the place of jacident.

The Deputy Commissioner,
Dacea, Deputy Inspector General
of Police. Dacca range and Su
parintendent of Police, Dacca,
Thursday visited the spul of the
explosion.

Newspaper Name:Morning News
Date: 13 September 1974

Repair

may

take a year:
Ghorasal

pla.nt

From ©Our Special

GHORASAL, Sept. 12: The
cause of the explosion, which
rocked and destroyed the amorua
control room of the Ghorasal
Fertilizer Factory killing two
persong and injuring 17 others
on Wednesday noon, could not be
ascertained till Thursday.

A grim situation was prevailing -
the arez following the explosion.

A group of newsmen, who had
visited Ghorasal and made an at-
tempt to obtasin an on-the-spot
report, could not gather any in-
formation due to uncompromis-
ing attitude of the mill manage-
ment who did not allow them to
visit the’ explosion site.

The whole amoniz coutiol plant
was found crumbled on the
eround and the debris were yet
to be removed. A team of experts
who were expectad to visit the
explosion site was not seen til
4 p.m. on Thursday. .

When contacted, Mr. Sakanishi,
Chief Engineer-cum-Project Man-
ager of the Factory, who resides
nearby, told newsmen: “We do
not assume any reason behind the
explosion.” He said that there
could not be any explosive gas
in the control room =and there
were also no chances of accident
Ane to short circuit because the
plant works In low voltage. The
plant was under overhauling, so
the question of gas flowing thro-
ugh the pipe did not arise, he
said, and added, “even smoking
is zlfowed intide the control
room."”

Mr. Sakanishi told newsmen :
“I have not heard about such an
aceident in ‘he control! room in
any other fertilizer factory.”

It mayv be mentioned that the

Correspondent

plant. which came into commis
sion in 1972, was built at a cost
of Taka 40 crore. The mejor por-
tion of the ald came from Japan.
it had a rated capacity of pro-
ducing 3,40,000 tons of urea an-
nually which meet the country’s
reguirement substantiglly.

Regarding the repairing of the
plant, Mr. Sakanishi said: “It
will take minimum seven months
for manufacturing the machinery
of the plant after the order is
placed. Besides, he sqid, it will
take some more months for ship-
ment and inslallation of the same.
He, however, said that the time
could be minimised, if the mat-
ter was treated specially.

Following the explosion, an um-
certainity was preveiling among
the workers of the factory. The
President of the Workers' Union
of the Factory told the newsmen
that thev djd not know what
womd happen (o them.

Newsmen
refused
eniry into
blast site,
manhandled

#rom Uur “Special Correspondent
GHORASAL Sept. 12: A group
of newsmen from Dacea. who on
Thursday mornng visited Gho-
yasal to nbtamm an on-the-spot
report on ‘veanesday’s explosion
. the amoma coniro] room of
o{ Ghorasal Urea Fertiliser ¥ac-
tory were refused eutty into the
cactory premses by the manage-
ment. %

The Generul Msnsger of the
taetory dacuned to lalk to news-
men even on telepnone despits
repeated requect. During  their
threehour stay at  the  factory
e¢ate, they were told by somse
workers ot tne factory that the
management have not vet taken
any sten to remove the debris
(rom the explosion site. The wor-
kers saif they weve apprehend
Ina that ot least one hody was
<l trapped under the debris.
They snid thet one daily basis
worcer My, Abul  tlossain who

(Contd. On Page 8 Col. B

oeparture from Dacca, jhey o
t2lks with the Industries Rhms
Secretary or the Fertilizer CB
mical ang Pharmaceutscal COrp'
rotion andg other high officads
tite Corporation
night regarding the wvisit 10
explosion ste.

written oraer banning
try o the
went back to the S.F-
1w muinutes he came
sad thus the S.P.
n:m o driva out newsnen
the gule torcibly
R‘8C suid that “the G.M.
el the
Lasy like .

newmnen to
polwce perronnel had by th
begun to push them out.

' NEWSMEN

1Conid. From Pazel
)

was on duty a' the i
plosion, was stil Dussin®
None 1rom the ma,’f:
hagd eitner metr or iul‘nig‘
miormetion to the telat;
tellow  workers oif the
persons wno ussembled
gxle to know the conditig,
wmiured.
1he elderty iather ¢p
au] Ghant who Succum
Ll:s injury at The }1013
Hcspital on Wednesda,, d
0 know the fate of hig (M
will never return to him&)"
man tounad him sitting ay } N{
Ard askiag the gatemen at','h’A
son. o
‘'he management h; ]
thewr dunes by advis?;:e (-‘"1
xi10us relafives tc go mgnt;"‘
they wanted to see the ‘1011:]
of the 1njured persons
The injurea persons
bemg treared at the Daccy
cal College Hospital gng M
Holy Famuy (Iospital.
Alter their arrival at the!
ory gate at 11-3g am, Newrs)
tMied to contact the g |
Manager over telephon::
the gafe to obtain I
mssion to visit
y°d control rcom. Th?e g,e“
Assistant fo the General o
who received the calls, ingp
them that ne Ceneral Mang,
was “too busy’ to taik to thi
‘t'he General NManager did |
allow newsmen to meet himq

when the security men ar
sate vord mewsman that only |
L:enera] Manager haa the o

A_'x‘oy to- Blve the perx
swon or entrance o
treg to contact Bim of

telepaone Bul this time. too o
wore not gwen the  line to i
generat manager and the Prva
ﬁtsxstant repeated the earlier

Alter ope and a half hours
Aamunisiranve Officer of the &
Loy appeared on the scene. !
askxed newsmen to show if U
Naa orougnt with them any P
mission irom the higher ups

enter the premises. In vain @

miormed pim that dDefore
i

on We 4
tu

After waiting for nearly U

nours newsmen sought the P&
mission of the supermtendent
ronce 5
was seen at the
202
newsmen were
Thne.
ed newsmen's
Superintendent of Police
ed them on
told him fhat none would i
lowed to visit ;he‘explos‘q:’e [

Gindustrial zZone? )

explosion S5
the gate \\'Ili
walting “cart
The constable. Wh:o u‘
MeSSAEE Lo
e sk
g be ul

yards off

retuim that

When they wante to =

p e s thelr e
consts?
After
back ;‘:
had ©

site tne

oo
The CP::(:’ .
v

rapnrters wrile wha!¢
1"

0
thnd o

WIbuL quvang &ns
ate
F‘l wnv

lesve Lhe
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~ B & 5
an being prevented by a
IFactory premiscs.

constabie from endering Ghorasai
—¥I. N

{ .oncern
over blast

From A Correspondent

FENCHUGANG, Sept. 12: Mr.
M A, NMutalib Secretary-Gene-
ral of Jatyo Sramik Federation
in Fenchugang  Mr. Eskander
Ali Presidemt Sylhet Zonal Sra-
mik ¥Federation W™Mr. Abdur Ra-
shid and Mr. Tutfur Rahman.
President and General! Secretary
of, Fenchugang Fertilizer Fac-
tary Employees Union respecti-
vely in a joint Press statement
expressed their grave concem
over explosion m Gorashal fer-
tilizer factorv causing dezath ana
injuries to factory personnei
and damage to the plant. They
demanded proper enquiry into
the incident.

Earlier the labour leaders ex-
pressed their condolence and
beart-felt sympathy to the breav
ed families, They also demand-
ed the compensation.
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