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Newspaper Name: The Bangladesh Observer
Date: 21 June 1991

Gas barrel blast in Ghorasal urea plant

§ killed, 30 injure

Staff Correspondent

including the Addi-
Wd”fdm;simr of Ghorasal
ilizer Factory were killed
injured io 2n explosion
K 5:0““ plant of the factory on
(*% ¢ night. The cexplosion
M)duﬁns the Irial nen of the
pPxET | which was renovated
‘T‘a'\ o Eaginecring Corporation.
i
[t were caused mainly by
Tk”:: inhaling of poisonous
::‘g& The impact of the explo-

"SIOn was so strong that ene of the

steeper  (amonia i
pierced through mcg:smhéontamcr)
Tho§c killed at the site of the
explosion were Mr. Manzurul Alam,
Additionat Chief Engineer of the
faaogy: Habibur Rahman. master
lcchmc_ngn. Matiur Rahman. master
Technician, Abdul Hakim. techaj
cian. Ashraf Ali. techaician and Fari-
dur Rahr[la_n. Assistant Chemist.
The 25 injured persons, all of them
factory personnel. were brought (o

Dhaka and admitted to Dhaka
Medical Collége Hospital and Suhra-
wardy Hospital. One of the injured
porson later died at D.M.C.H.
The explosion took place berween
12-14 and 12-30 mid night on
Wednesday, Seven fire Brigade
teams from Dhaka with modemn
equipment  and  breathing  sets
reached the site of the accident after
one and half hour of the accident.
The fire brigade personnet with the
help of 1he focat peopie rescued the

8 killed

From Page 1 Col. 4

factory. Eight

perhaps were kilied

i i foreign
nd others including a few
prerts injured in the incident.

The

commitee was
spot directive of the in

set up on the

dustries Minis-

ter Shamsul Islam Khan during his
visit to the site of explosion Thurs-
day. an official handout said.

The committee will ascertain the
cause of the accident. the extenl of
loss besides giving opinion on the
possible resumption of _production,
pin point the responsibility.

1t will submit its preliminary report
within three days and final report by
10 days. the hand out said.

The Minister. who is staying at the

fertilizer factory

since

Thursday

morning enquired about those kilied
and injured and attended the namaz-
e-janaza of the victims. .

He held meetings with the CBA
leaders and foreign experts there

separately.
Mr.

Shamsul Islam assured that

effective steps would be taken to pay
compensation to the families of those

killed and injured.

Dr. Abul Moin Khan. a local MP.
and Chairman of BCIC Mr. Nefaur
Rahman were present.

injured persons and recovered the
ies.

The amonia plant of the Ghorasal
Fertilizer Factory was renovated af-
ter three months work by the en-
gineers of Toye Corporation of
Japan and the engineers of the Bang:
ladesh Chemical [ndustries Corpora-*
tion. The factory was shut down for
three months for the renovation
work..

The Ghorasal Fertilizer Factory, a

"5090- crore 1aka project of the Bang-

ladesh Chemical Industries Corpora-
tion., has anaual production capacity
of around three lakh 10as of urea.
« The damage caused by the explo-
sion is being assessed by the Cor-
poration.

Industries. Minister Mc. Shamsul
Islam Khan. Chairman of the Cor-
poration, Ms. Nefaur Rahman,
senior officials of the Corporation
visited the site of the explosion on
Thursday. A

The Opposition members in the
Parliament on Thursday demanded a
detailed statement from the Govern-
ment on the tragic incident.

The House observed one minute
silence 85 2 mark of respect 10 the
victims of the accident and offered
munajat for peace of the departed
souls.

The house also adopied a condo-
lence resolution.

The government Thursday setl up
an eight-member enquiry committee
headed by the Managing Ditector of
the Zia Fetilizer Factory to investi-
gate inte the Wedaesday night's ex-
plosion in the amonia plant of the
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Newspaper Name: The Bangladesh Observer

Date: 23 June 1991

PM visits Ghorasal blast victims

- Best medicare for

injured
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda

© Zia on Saturday directed the ‘con-
cerned authorities to - ensure -best

availuble medicare to the persons:

injured in the accident at Ghorasal
Urea Fertiliser Factory ont Wednes-
day. reports BSS.

Buegum Zia gave this instruction at .

a mecting with the.coneerned high
officials of the factory at the factory
premises. She visited the factory to
sce the extent of damage and
ongoing restoration work there.

The Prime Minister also mstructed
the officials to cosure more com-
pensation for the families affected by
the wceident.

tndustries Minister Shamsul Istkun
Khan. State Minister for Labour and

From Page | Col. 7
additionat Chiel Chemist Aby Tateb
and Chemist Azharut Isam of the
factory who had risked their tives
the time of the accident to check
further aggravation of the situation.

Begum Zia highly commuended
them for their cosrage. sincerity of
duty and feeling for the [eliow work-
er and said their services would be
recognised through rewards.

Earlier. Begum Zis went round
the accident spot and saw the exient
of damage. She also talked with the
worken prosent there and enguired
about their welfare.

During the vist Begum Zia was
10td that a seven member techmical
teum had arrived Bangladesh from
Tokvo Engincering Company  of
Japan to supervise and conduct the
restoration work of the demaged part
of the fuctory.

The officials informed the Prime
Minister that so far nine people were
Kitled tn the accident and onc injured
was in critical list. Thirty-two persons
including cight forcigners were -
jured in the accident,

The officials sind a six member
committee Bas been constituted at
the management fevel of the factory
to coordinate the treatment of the
injured who were now idmitted into
different hospitals 1in the capital

ordered

Manpower Rafiqul Islam Mian, State
Minister for Jute Abdul Mannan
Bhuivan, State Minister for Food
Nazmul Huda. local MPs Moin Khun
and K.J. Hamida Khanam and Bang-
ladesh Chemical Industries Corpora-

‘tion (BCIC} Chairman Nefaur Rah-

man atlended the meeting.

Begum Zia wlso had a mecting
with the CBA Icaders of the factory,
who pointed out different problems
10 her. .She assured them of alt
possible help to solve the prablems.

The feaders who attended the
meeting. included CBA  President
Abul Kalam Bhuivan and Generat
Secrctary Sirajul Istam.

The Prime Minister talked to the

(See Page 8 Col. 4)

Priite Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia o1 Thursday went to Holy Fami-
ly Ha ipital to see persons who were
injured in the accident at Ghorasal
Urea  Fertijiser  Factory on
Wedr esday.

Thi injured persons who were
carlie - admitted to different hospitals
in th city were transferred to the
Holy Family Hospital at the instruc-
tion «f the Prime Minister. Begum
Zia gave the jnstruction when she
visite  the Ghorasal Urea Fertiliser
Fact vy Saturday afternoon.

Bigum Zia visited ali the 18 in-
jure. | persons and talked to them.
The Prime Minister also talked to the
family members of the injured pes-
sons and assured them that the in-
jured had been transferred to Holy
Family Hospital to proyide with best
available medicare.

The Pnime Minister also talked to
the attending physicians including
the Director of the hospital Dr.
Ashekur Rahman who informed her
that 14 injured persons were recover-
ing fast and hoped that they would be
cured soon. Only one of the injured
persons is now admitted to the Com-
bined Military Hospital (CMM).

Industries Minister Shamsul Islam
Khan. Shahidwl Hug Jamal. MP and
labour leader A.K.M. Nazru! [slam
accompanied the Prime Miniter.
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