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Newspaper Name:The Bangladesh Observer
Date: 23 February 2006

DC office gheraoed, 3 held in clash with police

Fertilizer crisis worsens further as

production in Jamuna factory halts
Farmers block roads in Sherpur, Kushtia

ALPUR, Feb 22:-The wheels
grodiction came 1o a grinding
& in Jamuna Fertilizer factory
v Tuesday following mechani-
) preakdown, generating fears
4 the disruption could aggra-
- the present fertilizer crisis
iculady in greater Mymen-
and norther districts, re-
UNB.
spurces said the seactor of sm-
it plant In the factory ex-
, disrupting operation of
feclory “for au uncertain pe-
>
parlier, production was sus-
aded on February 3 due to
:mical fault in the ammonia
2:and resurned on February 14
% NECSSSary repairs,

The price of (ertilizer increased
_over the country due to sus-
-sion of production in the fac-
yat the time.

‘Production of crops will be
peted if we can't use ferilizer

tinely,” report UNB Jamalpur and
Sherpur correspondents quoling
many a framer.

Sherpur  Cortespondient
adds:- Officials of BCIC, Indusirles

Ministry and Agriculture Ministry
beld meeting to face fertilizer cri-
sis in Sherpur, Jamalpur and
Mymensinghs and decided o sup-
ply ures fertilizer to these areas
from Ashuganj fertilizet factory.

Concerned sources sald the
demand for fertilizer was fixed at
9,776 mts in the current season
and 5,876 mts supplied against the
demand till mesday.

Farmers were seen wailing in
long queues for collecting fertiliz-
ers and many of them retusied
home empty-handed. Fertilizer
sells at Tk 400-450 per maund.

Department of Agriculture Ex-
tension sources said urea ferilizer
would be supplied 1o the disirict
from Ashugan] fertilizer factory 10
tackle the crisis situation.

“I'ertilizer disttibution is con-
tinning in the district and there is
no crisis of fertilizer,” one exicn-
sion officer said.

Another reports {rom Sherpur

adds: More than a thousand farm-
ors  [rom  different  villages
thronged the town, chanted slo-
gans demanding fertilizer and
gheraced the Deputy Commis»

stoner's office ar about 9 am on
Monday,

M A N Siddique, the Deputy
Commissioner, politely facing the
demonstrators told them that he.
had sent urgent ruessage to the
Industries Ministry for immediate
dispatch of adequate ferilizer.
The demonstrators  dispersed
when he held out categorical as-
surange of adequate fertilizer by
tomoftow (Tuesday).

Meanwhile, farmets of Char
Babna, Char Muchacia and Ka-
marer Char engaged in a clash
over quening in front of fertilizer
dbaler shop in Char Mucharia
union parishad in the moming,
The clash left 15 people injured.
Fertilizer delivery was suspended
for an hour due to the clash.

Of the injured Musa Mia, Ma-
Iuab Ali, Mister and Mohammad
Ali were treated in Jocal clinics.

The farmers alleged that the
clash triggered as dealer Badiuz-

zaman Badsha, a former UP
chalrman, gave fertilizer to his
men beyond the queue, who sold
it in the black market at hi$her
price.

Relnforcement of police wan-
aged 1o quell the situation.

Khamarbari Deputy Director Ja-
simuddin said there is no shortage
of fertilizer. Some 168 metric lons
in addition 1o average dally de-
mand are being given tomorraw.

Another report from Satkhir:
sald farmers demanding supply of
fertilizer blocked the Salkhira-
Khulna road- at Patkelghaia. the
blockade from 10 to 11 am was
withdrawn on assurance by Tali
upazila Nitbahi officer of casmg
the supply in a day or two.

Fanners said they returncd with
empty bag after waiing on lhe
queue for houts together.

Informed sourcd said fenitizvr
was being sold at black market in
border willages. Police arresud
Abu Daud and Abdul Alim of Bai-
kari and Sirajul Islam of Kaliani
border village of sadar upazila on
charge of selling [ertilizer in the
black marker.
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